
 

Clark Cemetery Preservation News 
A News Update for Clark Cemetery Families and Friends 

Next Ad Hoc Committee Meeting Saturday, November 12, 2011 10:00 to12 Noon! 
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 Join our Blog – visit http://www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org/blog 

And visit our Website: http://www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org 

 

Breaking News – Approved! 
EIN Issued 
Sept 23, Cincinnati, OH – The Department of the 

Treasury Internal Revenue Service Cincinnati office 

issued the Clark Cemetery Association a new 

Employer Identification Number (EIN) in conjunction 

with the processing of requesting tax exempt status as 

a non-profit organization. The 501 (c) (13) application 

was sent to the IRS in Covington, Kentucky. Wayne 

said when he told the agent that Clark Cemetery 

predated the IRS, no back returns were required. 

IRS Approval as 501 (c) (13) 

Sept 30, Cincinnati, OH – The Department of the 

Treasury Internal Revenue Service Cincinnati office 

issued the Clark Cemetery Association a letter stating 

that it is determined  by the IRS to be exempt from 

Federal Income Tax under section 501 (c) (13) of the 

Internal Revenue Code. This is reserved for a nonprofit 

mutual cemetery company or chartered corporation. 

Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 
In Weatherford 

The Clark Cemetery Ad Hoc Committee met on 

August 27 at the home of Wayne and Margaret Clark. 

In attendance at the meeting were Donny Anderson 

(phone), Kimberly Boretsky, Wayne and Margaret 

Clark, Ronnie Clark, Sam Cotter, Dave Cumming, 

Dwight Cumming, Sharon Hobart, Melvin and Sheila 

Woody. Also joining by phone teleconference were 

Star Bradshaw and David Woods. 

Wayne Clark, President of the Clark Cemetery 

Association, brought the meeting to order and it was 

led by Dave Cumming. The agenda was to give reports 

on progress to date on the various projects underway 

and to discuss redesign of the website along with ways 

to get the word out to our families about the 

Association/s current and future needs. 

Meeting Discussions 
Agenda 

On the agenda was: 

1. A Report on 501 (c) 13 application. 

2. A Report on Texas Historical Commission 

Subject Marker application process. 

3. A Report on grid/map and display. 

4. A Report on graves/list updating. 

5. A Report on database progress. 

6. Discussions on next mailing. 

7. And discussions on the website redesign. 

 

Historical Marker Application 
Submittal Update 

 

Kimberly Woody Boretsky presented the 

Texas Historical Commission application research 

paper that she submitted as a part of the application 

for a Texas State Historical Marker for Clark 

Cemetery. Kimberly brought a complete package 

showing the Cemetery Research Checklist, Marker  
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Historical Marker Application Update (continued) 

Research Guide for Cemeteries, the 2012 Official 

Texas Historical Cemetery Marker Sponsorship 

Application Form, and the Narrative History of 

Clark Cemetery. The narrative paper included an 

overview and a statement of context followed by a 

magnificent flow of history starting with Reverend 

Godfrey’s Pioneer Settlement and then including the 

pioneers and military veterans of the Civil War and 

other wars. 

 The history expertly wove the families and 

their stories into the history of Clark Cemetery. 

Some of those mentioned were Edwin and Eliza 

Ann Dobbs Clark, Reverend John Godfrey,  

Anzaline Barker Godfrey, Mary Henderson Lafferty 

Godfrey, Daniel Lee Kutch, Margaret “Maggie” 

Samantha Kutch McAnally, Edwin Leroy  R Patton, 

James Jasper Barker and Ann Eliza Veach Barker, 

William Henry Ward and Louisa Leonard Ward, 

Margaret Miller Lafferty Criswell Kutch Ward, 

Maryland M. Clifton Clement Ward, and many 

more. The surnames of our families were sewn 

throughout the history as it unfolds and shows the 

connections. The paper concludes with a convincing 

statement of the historical/cultural significance of 

Clark Cemetery. 
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Left: The Marker Research Guide. Above: The 

research paper. Below: The Research Checklist. 
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The Parker County Historical Society 

Selection Committee was very impressed with the 

Clark Cemetery paper.  Kimberly reported that Dr. 

Harold  Lawrence, Chairman for the Historical 

Commission for Parker County, said, however, that 

the state may have a problem with the length of the 

paper, but he plans to make a personal phone call to 

Austin and ask them to make an exception for this 

particular paper. Kimberly said that, Dr. Lawrence 

told her that, if the state still requires a shorter paper, 

he said he would assist her in the editing process. Dr. 

Lawrence also remarked that the Clark Cemetery 

history is an invaluable record of Parker County 

history. 

 Mary Lafferty Wilson, has provided a great 

deal of assistance in the historical research, Kimberly 

said, and she said she corresponded with Mary, a 

cousin, extensively regarding the Kutch Family 

Album.  Kimberly said she also corresponded with 

Matt Anderson, who is a military historian regarding 

the 30th U.S. Illinois Infantry of the Civil War.  Mr. 

Anderson sent information about B.M. Gibson, she 

said. 
 

Grid/Map Display 
Contractor Bids Update 

Kimberly reported that she and her husband 

Craig are seeking contractors to bid on the cemetery 

projects which include improvement of the awning 

and table in the pavilion area, building of a map 

display case, and renovation of the restrooms and 

building. 

  

Graves List Updating 
Report 

 Sheila and Melvin Woody explained that the 

graves list has been completed for the most part and 

is being kept up to date while they are attempting to 

record each by transcribing of dates on headstones 

and plot locations while photos will be done over the 

remainder of the year. Tammy (Clark) Brown has 

offered to help with this and the assembling of 

headstone photos and completing genealogical 

research on the family members buried at Clark 

Cemetery. 

Mary Lafferty Wilson said that Tammy 

Brown has started a project to connect the family 

relationships of those who are buried at Clark 

Cemetery and putting the information on the 

www.findagrave.com website.  Mary said she 

turned over to Tammy the maintenance of the 

graves listing she managed on the findagrave site.  

She said another person who maintains most of the 

other Clark Cemetery grave lists on the findagrave 

site is doing the same. Updating of the lists will take 

some time, she said.  She said Tammy has been 

looking up obituaries for each person and will post 

them on the findagrave site as they are completed. 

She said that Tammy may be able to provide 

information for the continued updating of Clark 

Cemetery graves information.  

Mary made the comment that those buried in 

Clark Cemetery are related by blood, some by 

marriage, and some by the area that they came from 

and the church they attended and some were 

Freemasons.  She said her grandfather was a 

Freemason who established Freemason groups in 

the areas he settled near Clark Cemetery. 

Tammy Brown, who says she lives just right 

across the road from Clark Cemetery, said to Mary 

that she is the great-great granddaughter of James 

Edward "Jim" Clark. She said she also is "loosely 

connected" to the Wards through her grandmother, 

Minnie Alice Keen (Clark). Her great-great 

grandfather was Bill Brazil and one of his 

descendants (a cousin to her grandmother) married 

into the Ward family. 

She said she got started in genealogy about a 

year and a half ago when someone told her to take a 

look at findagrave.com. She said that, when she 

searched Clark Cemetery on that site, she was 

disappointed to find that it was just a list of names. 

So she said she went to Clark Cemetery and took 

pictures of all the graves. 

Tammy said she recently went through and 

made her own list of all the graves and tried filling 

in missing dates and maiden names. She said now 

she is working to pull obituaries for all those who 

are buried at Clark Cemetery using library record 

information for now. She said that the library only 

has obituaries for those who died after 1900.  
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Nevertheless, she said she found around 200 so 

far. Tammy has agreed to join our Ad Hoc Committee. 

She is the latest Ad Hoc Committee member after Mary 

Lafferty Wilson and David Woods and she will join the 

next Ad Hoc Committee meeting in November. We 

want to thank Tammy for taking on the project of 

documenting the burials at Clark Cemetery and 

updating/maintaining the Clark Cemetery listings on 

findagrave.com. Our website, 

www.clarkcemeterypreservation.org has a direct link to 

findagrave.com on its Resources page. 

 

Database Creation 
Report 

 

Donny Anderson reported, joining the Ad Hoc 

Committee Meeting in August by phone, that he has 

created a database using a program he obtained and that 

he would be able to put the data from the database into 

one accessible by our website. He said that he had 

roughly about half the number of entries completed for 

the database. He also said that he would be able to 

incorporate the map coordinates in the database once 

we have it properly formatted and a link to work with 

the website. We will be working with him on this. 

Donny reported his ongoing work to assemble a 

searchable graves and genealogical database that can be 

used to search for plots at Clark Cemetery. He 

mentioned having over 180 names in the database at 

present as he continues to add names to the list Melvin 

Woody had. This is a formidable task because there are 

over 300 graves at Clark Cemetery. Donny talked about 

the goal of coordinating and linking the names in the 

database with the coordinates on the grid map for the 

cemetery to help families search for and find not only 

names of family members and their genealogical 

information but also to see headstones and find the 

physical grave locations on the grid. 

 

Next Mailing 
Discussions 

 

The Committee discussed whether or not to do 

another postcard or tri-fold brochure mailing before the 

end of the year to invite our families to donate and 

 

come to the next Annual Meeting slated for April 28, 

2012. Everyone agreed that another mailer would be 

good to complete and send before the end of the year. 

Dwight Cumming suggested that we send 

letters directly to the Clark Cemetery Association 

members and families from our postal mailing list and 

directly ask them to attend the Annual Meeting next 

year and ask them for donations. It was agreed that 

this would be a good approach. Dwight volunteered to 

write the letters and have them printed so that they 

could be mailed out some time in November. 

 

Newsletter Emailing 
Discussions 

 

Sharon (Cumming) Hobart suggested that the 

newsletter would be a way to let more of our family 

members know about what we are doing as the Ad 

Hoc Committee if it were emailed directly to those 

with email addresses. She suggested emailing the 

newsletters as way to get the word out. 

Sam Cotter volunteered to email copies of the 

newsletter along with a simple letter to those family 

members for which we have email addresses. 

 

Website Redesign 
Discussions 

 

Dave Cumming, Star Reedy Bradshaw, and 

David Woods discussed redesign of the website to 

make it easier to use for those who visit it, make it 

easy to incorporate the database and plot map, and to 

setup areas of the website that can be regularly 

updated with new content from multiple contributors. 

Setting up the website as a Content Management 

Systems (CMS) using either Joomla! or WordPress 

was discussed. These are web tools that provide the 

framework for adding content in modules by multiple 

users online rather than creating content on a local 

computer and then uploading the content to a web host 

as is done in conventional website design. 

 It was agreed that Dave, Star, and David would 

work jointly on coming up with a new WordPress site 

created, at first, on a separate site (subdomain) to test 

the new site before launching it as the main site. 
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